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***25TH  ANNIVERSARY  MEETING*** 
WELLESLEY  COLLEGE 
OCTOBER  15,  1988 

MORNING  SESSION 

A  record  90  members  and  friends 
of  the  New  England  Chapter  assembled  at 
the  Jewett  Arts  Center,  Wellesley  Col- 
lege to  celebrate  the  25th  Anniversary 
of  NEMLA.  Following  a  welcome  by  Col- 
lege president,  Nannerl  Keohane,  Owen 
Jander,  Chair  of  the  Music  Department; 
spoke  briefly  on  music  librarians  at 
Wellesley —  their  contributions  to 
musicology  and  to  music  librarianship. 

To  commemorate  this  happy  event, 
the  25th  Anniversary  Committee  (Linda 
Solow  Blotner,  Chair,  the  late  Frank 
Gramenz,  Nina  Davis-Mil  lis,  Dawn 
Thistle,  and  Ross  Wood)  and  the  Chapter 
History  Committee  (Jean  Morrow,  Chair, 
Sylvia  St.  Amand,  Dorothy  Bognar,  and 
Robert  Loud),  organized  several  special 
activities.  An  exhibit  of  documents 
relating  to  Chapter  history  was  on  dis- 
play in  the  Jewett  Arts  Center  and  at- 
tendees were  given  a  packet  of 
materials  which  included  a  Chapter  his- 
tory. Among  those  attending  were  10 
Chapter  charter  members  and  members  of 
the  Music  Library  Association  national 
board  which  held  its  meeting  at  Welles- 
ley to  coincide  with  our  celebration. 
Even  the  meeting  name  badges  honored 
the  occasion  with  silver  25's. 


The  morning  session  on  "Women  in 
Music"  had  three  fascinating  speakers 
covering  the  topic  from  quite  different 
perspectives.  Pozzi  Escot,  faculty 
member  at  Wheaton  College  and  New  Eng- 
land Conservatory,  discussed  Hildegard 
of  Bingen  (1098-1179)  as  an  innovator 
in  her  own  time  and  as  woman  in  whose 
work  are  found  the  principles  of 
proportional  construction  according  to 
"golden  section"  as  found  in  other  dis- 
ciplines such  as  architecture.  Escot's 
premise  is  that  Hildegard's  broad, 
educational  background  and  her  sophisi- 
cated  view  of  the  world  is  one  to  which 
all  composers  should  aspire.  Escot — 
composer,  music  theorist,  teacher,  and 
medieval  specialist —  brings  to  her 
subjects  an  intensity  and  multi-dis- 
ciplinary approach  that  is  reminiscent 
of  Hildegarde  of  Bingen's. 

Our  next  speaker  was  Adrienne  Fried 
Block,  Co-Director  of  the  Project  for 
the  Study  of  Women  in  Music  at  the  City 
University  of  New  York,  who  spoke  on 
"Feminist  Issues  in  the  Biography  of 
Amy  Beach."  Block's  interest  in  Beach 
goes  below  the  surface  events  in  the 
life  of  this  gifted  American  woman,  who 
produced  over  300  works  in  her 
lifetime,  to  the  difficulties  of  any 
woman  practicing  in  an  essentially 
male-dominated  craft  and  to  the  effect 
that  even  a  supportive  husband  could 
have  on  a  career  as  evidenced  by 
Beach's  abandonment  of  her  performing 
career  during  her  husband's  lifetime. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION 


Following  lunch  at  Wellesley  Col- 
lege Club,  Dena  Epstein,  longtime  ac- 
tive MLA  member,  gave  a  keynote  address 
on  "The  Mysterious  WPA  Music  Periodical 
Index."  Established  during  the  Depres- 
sion years  to  give  public  librarians 
access  to  the  wealth  of  then  unindexed 
material  available  in  music  periodi- 
cals, the  file  grew  rapidly  in  size  to 
about  400,000  records.  When  World  War 
II  brought  a  sudden  end  to  the  WPA  and 
its  projects,  the  music  index  and  its 
creators  parted  company,  the  index  re- 
mained the  Newberry  Library  where  it 
was  too  large  to  be  destroyed  easily, 
but  was  otherwise  ignored.  By  the  end 
of  the  war  there  had  been  a  change  1n 


the  music  library  field  with  academic 
library  concerns  and  a  strong  interest 
in  musicology  on  the  rise  as  public 
library  concerns  and  activity  dimin- 
ished. In  the  late  forties,  Father 
Redmond  Burke,  librarian  at  De  Paul 
University,  rescued  the  file  from  ob- 
scurity into  which  it  had  fallen.  Cur- 
rently the  file  is  at  Northwestern 
University  where  efforts  are  still  un- 
derway to  make  it  more  useful  to  re- 
searchers. Although  access  is  in-per- 
son  only,  students  can  be  hired  to  do 
research  for  those  unable  to  travel  to 
Evanston.  Currently  there  is  hope 
that  the  index  will  be  made  available 
on  microfiche  some  time  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. 

Following  the  keynote  address, 
Lenore  Coral  and  Suki  Sommer,  Music 
Library  Association  President  and 
Vice-President  respectively,  talked 
briefly  on  "The  Chapter  and  MLA."  The 
formal  part  of  the  day  concluded  with  a 
NEMLA  retrospective  presented  by  the 
Chapter  History  Committee.  Dorothy 
Bognar  (University  of  Connecticut, 
Storrs)  spoke  of  her  experiences  with 
the  Chapter  speaking  for  many  of  us  by 
saying  that  the  Chapter  has  been  both 
an  educational  and  social  organization. 
We  were  particularly  happy  to  have  with 
us  Therese  Wagenknecht,  organizer  and 
first  NEMLA  chairperson,  who  reminisced 
about  organizing  the  Chapter  and  her 
subsequent  travels  through  life  and  the 
profession.  Rob  Loud,  whose  camera  is 
a  welcome  and  familiar  part  of  our  ac- 
tivities, closed  the  meeting  with  a 
slide  show  of  members  and  past  NEMLA 
meetings. 

The  day  concluded,  appropriately 
with  a  celebratory  champagne  reception 
in  the  College  Art  Museum. 

Susan  Waddington 
Providence  Public  Library 

CHARTER  MEMBERS 
ATTENDING  ANNIVERSARY  MEETING 

Mary  Ankudowlch,  Smith  College 
Ethel  Bacon,  Hartt  School  of  Music 


Joseph  Boonin,  Jerona  Music  Corp. 
Betty  Burnett,  New  England  Conservatory 
James  Coover,  MLA,  Member-at-Large 
Owen  Jander,  Wellesley  College 
Natalie  Palme,  Harvard  Musical  Associa- 
tion 
Vivian  Rosenberg,  Northeastern  Univer- 
sity 
Therese  Wagenknecht,  Richmond  Public 

Library 
Carol  Walden,  New  England  Conservatory 


CHAPTER  COMMITTEES  1988-89 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

Carol  Tatian,  Chair,  Brown  University 
Linda  Solow  Blotner,  Hartt  School  of 

Music 
Ken  Pri stash,  New  England  Conserva- 
tory 

CONTINUING  EDUCATION 

Pamela  Juengling,  Chair,  University 
of  Massachusetts,  Amherst 

Sylvia  St.  Amand,  Springfield  City 
Library 

Dawn  Thistle,  College  of  the  Holy  Cross 

Susan  Waddington,  Providence  Public 
Library 

ARCHIVES  COMMITTEE 

Jean  Morrow,  New  England  Conservatory 
Charlotte  Kolczynski,  Boston  Public 

Library 

PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE 

Patricia  Brennan,  Chair,  Rhode  Island 

College 
Patricia  Fisken,  Dartmouth  College 
Richard  Slapsys,  University  of  Lowell 


CHAPTER  NOTES— 

The  Chapter  welcomes  the  following 
new  or  returning  members: 

Helen  Bartlett,  Yale  University 
Betty  Burnett,  New  England  Conser- 
vatory 
Joyce  Clinkscales,  SUNY.Stonybrook 
Fred  Farmer,  Music  Box 
Annette  Farrington,  Goodspeed  Opera 

House 
Reina  Hart,  University  of  New  Hamp- 
shire 
Forrest  Larson,  Mass.  Institute  of 

Technology 
Patrick  Maxfield,  New  England  Con- 
servatory 
Natalie  Palme,  Harvard  Musical 
Association 
Janet  Rixon,  Faxon  Company 
Martin  Schreiner,  Radcliffe  College 
Therese  Wagenknecht,  Richmond 
Public  Library 
Carol  Walden,  New  England  Conserva- 
tory 

x  x  x  x  x  x  X 

SPRING  MEETING 

Mark  your  calendars  now!  The  an- 
nual spring  meeting  of  the  Chapter  will 
take  place  on  the  campus  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  Hampshire  at  Durham  on 
April  14,  1989. 

X  X  X  X  X 

Our  congratulations  to  Tish  Brennan 
on  receiving  tenure  at  Rhode  Island 
College. 

x  x  x  x  x 

If  you  have  had  a  change  of  address 
and/or  suffered  a  change  of  telephone 
number  (pity  us  poor  Mass.  residents  in 
the  508  area  code),  please  notify  Sarah 
Shaw  (22  Eames  St.,  Providence,  R.I. 
02906)  so  that  she  may  update  your  in- 
formation for  the  new  membership  list. 


DUES!   DUES!   DUES! 


'OH  WHERE,  OH  WHERE  HAS  MY 


If  you  have  neither  a  "c"  nor  a 
"*"  on  your  mailing  label,  it  means 
your  dues  are  in  arrears.  Please  send 
your  subscription  or  membership  renewal 
to  Sarah  Shaw  (22  Eames  St.,  Provi- 
dence, R.I.  02906). 
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sh  Brennan  says  that  there  are 
a  few  questionnaires  to  be  re- 
to  the  Publications  Committee 
e  Chapter  Directory  of  Music 
es  and  Collections  in  New 
Since  tFe  Committee  would 


have  the  Directory  ready  for 
eveland  meeting,  it  would  ap- 
e  their  return  as  soon  as 
e.  If  you  have  inadvertently 
ed  the  questionnaire,  please 
r  call  Tish  Brennan  (James  P. 
Library,  Rhode  Island  College, 
nee,  R.I.  02908;  Tel.:  (401)- 
5). 


NOMINATING  COMMITTEE  ANNOUNCEMENT 


The  Nomin 
of  Carol  Tati 
401-863-3999), 
ner  (Hartt  Sc 
4492),  and  Ke 
Conservatory, 
tively   pursui 
Chair/Chair-Ele 
Treasurer  for  t 
you  have  anyon 
inate,  includin 
tact  one  of 
soon  as  possibl 
any  input  you  c 


ating  Committee,  made  up 
an  (Brown  University, 
Chair,  Linda  Solow  Blot- 
hool  of  Music,  203-243- 
n  Pristash  (New  England 
617-262-1120),  is  ac- 
ng  names  for  Vice- 
ct  and  Secretary/ 
he  1989-1991  term.  If 
e  you  would  like  to  nom- 
g  yourself,  please  con- 
the  committee  members  as 
e.  We  would  appreciate 
an  give  us. 

Carol  Tati an 
Brown  University 


Opus  Publications 
President,  is  searching 
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Boston  Musical  Gazette  (Boston: 
A.  N.  and  J.  Johnson  Jr./  Boston,  Bel- 
lows Falls,  VT:  John  W.  Moore).   v. 
3-5  (1848-1850). 

Ev'ry  Month  (New  York:  Hawley, 
Haviland  and  Company).  v.  1,  issues 
for  Dec,  1895,  January-February  1896. 
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FreunB  Publishing 
(1885-86). 


Weekly  (New  York:  Harry 
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"Company) 


Watson's  Weekly  Art  Journal   (New 
York:  Henry  C.  Watson/  American  Art 
Journal  Company),  v.  14  (ca.  1870),  v. 
23-34  (ca.  1873-77). 
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During  the  Anniversary  meeting,  some  members  expressed  incredulity,  dis- 
belief, and  amazement  that  the  above  record  appears  in  the  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary catalog.   Not  only  does  it  appear  with  all  its  tracings  in  the  First 
Supplement  to  the  Music  Catalog  (Boston:   G.  K.  Hall,  1977),  it  also  appears 
in  the  BPL's  Research  Library  Catalog  on  microfiche! 

Happy  Holidays  Everyone!  The  editors 
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Ross  Wood,  Wellesley  College 

Dawn  Thistle,  College  of  the  Holy  Cross 

Paula  Matthews,  Bates  College 

Sarah  J.  Shaw,  Brown  University 

Susan  Waddington,  Providence  Public  Library 
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